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DEPICTION OF ANTI-SEMITISM AND PHILO-SEMITISM IN RUSSIAN
EMIGRANT WRITINGS OF GARY SHTEYNGART AND ELLEN LITMAN

Tanaji S. Kamble

Department of English, Shahajiraje Mahavidyalaya, Khatav, Satara, Mabharashtra,
Email: tanaji431981@gmail.com

Tripti K. Karekatti
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triptikarekatti@gmail.com

Abstract: Gary Shteyngart and Ellen Litman are two of the prominent writers of the fourth
wave of Russian emigration that occurred after the fall of the USSR in 1991. Shteyngart and
Litman are the Soviet-born writers who made the USA to be their second home. At the second
home, Shteyngart wrote four novels - The Russian Debutants Handbook (2002), Absurdistan
(2006), Super Sad True Love Story (20/4) and Lake Success (2018) as well as a memoir
entitled Little Failure (2014). Ellen Litman is also a very prominent woman novelist of the fourth
wave who has written two novels -The Last Chicken in America (2007) and Mannequin Girl
(2014). These two writers are Jewish by religion. There are some similarities as well as some
major difference between these two writers. This paper discusses how Shteyngart and Litman
depict anti-Semitism and philo-Semitism and what is their stand vis-a-vis anti-Semitism and
philo-Semitism. This paper focuses on how these two writers depict Jewish religion, its rites and
rituals. This paper also focuses on whether these two writers embrace or discard Jewish
religion and religious identity. This paper compares their depiction of anti-Semitism, philo-
Semitism, their identification with Jewish religion, their approach towards rites and rituals of
Judaism. The paper takes into account particular causes behind such depiction.

Key Words: Anti-Semitism, Philo-Semitism, Jewish Religion, the USSR, the USA.

Gary Shteyngart and Ellen Litman are two of the prominent writers of the fourth wave of
the Russian emigration that occurred 1991 onwards afier the breakofI of the former
Soviet Union. For many of the Jewish writers of the fourth wave, the USA, Germany,
France, Canada and Israel became the final destinations. These post-Soviet Jewish
writers of the fourth wave fascinated the reading world through their Russian credentials
and Jewish themes. In the USA, Gary Shteyngart, Ellen Litman and others are much
admired by the American Jewish critics. As quoted by Adrian Wanner, Donald Weber
observes that the Russian emigrant writers of the fourth wave have created a new chapter
in the tradition of Jewish immigrant writing and their writing has refuted the so called
“Howe doctrine” that the Jewish American literature will decline. According to Andrew
Furman, Shteyngart and his peers have successfully brought the Jewish voice at the
centre of American literary culture.

Ggry Shteyngart is the trailblazer of the fourth wave of Russian emigrant writing. Ellen
Litman is also a prominent writer of the fourth wave. Both share some common
cl_cmenls. Jewish by birth, they were born in the same period in the Soviet Union but in
different cities: Shteyngart was born in Leningrad in 1972 whereas Litman was born in
Moscow in 1973. Their parental status and their parents’ professional positions were the
same: Shteyngart’s father was a mechanical engineer whereas his mother was a piano
teacher; Litman’s father was a chemical engineer whereas her mother was a teacher of
ma_nhemalics. Both were affected physically in childhood: Shteyngart was an asthmatic
child whereas Litman has curvature in spinal cords. Both the writers claim childhood
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